








EL IE DIPOLE IL IAT RS OAS DT MNO 


Claircy-riviere, C., 09:59 AM 28/09/2005, RE: L. Montagnier, and his co-factor initiative 


To: "Claircy-riviere, C." <c.claircy-riviere@unesco.org> 
From: John Scythes <jscythes @infinity.net> 

Subject: RE: L. Montagnier, and his co-factor initiative 
Cc: 

Bcc: 

Attached: 


Dear Luc: 


Thank you for the specimen protocol that you emailed to us last week. 


| realise from our conversation about this protocol, that you are fairly sure it has the required 
sensitivity for syphilis, using the white cells. 


Could | ask two questions? 


You recall that the CDC investigators (Hsi Liu, et al), and our Hungarian colleagues (Karoly Nagy, 
et al), have all shown that even with a nested PCR, the erythrocytes and platelets need to be 
included for latent syphilis detection. Therefore, can your protocol include the option for whole 
blood screening, as was done recently in Budapest? 


As well, you saw that Dr Christos Tsoukas, who is the medical director of the Immunodeficiency 
Treatment Centre at Montreal General Hospital, may be able to get lymph node tissue for this co- 
factor project from persons living with progressing HIV disease or AIDS. Would it be possible to 
use your protocol (with the Gentra isolation possibly) on frozen biopsy material, in this syphilis 
detection effort? There would be only a few biopsy specimens, maybe a dozen, | would guess. 


With my best wishes, 
John 


At 05:31 AM 21/09/2005, you wrote: 


Dear John, 


My participation to an exploratory collaborative research on a new syphilis diagnostic test will 
need collection of heparinized blood from patients recognized or not as having syphilis, treated (at 
different durations) or not yet treated. 


One 5 ml sample of blood has to be centrifuged for 10 minutes at 3,000 rpm, the plasma 
removed sterily and kept in a tube at + 4°C (NEVER FROZEN). 


A second 5 ml sample is processed on a ficoll tube and the white blood cells are taken and stored 
frozen at -80°C for PCR. 


At the earliest this could be done in December 2005 or early 2006. 


Sincerely, 


> Peeper see-seee rm 


rinted for John Scythes <jscythes@infinity.net> 4 
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Claircy-riviere, C., 04:31 AM 21/09/2005, RE: L. Montagnier, and his co 


Envelope-to: jscythes @infinity.net 

Subject: RE: L. Montagnier, and his co-factor initiative 

Date: Wed, 21 Sep 2005 11:31:31 +0200 

X-MS-Has-Attach: 

X-MS-TNEF-Correlator: 

Thread-Topic: L. Montagnier, and his co-factor initiative 
Thread-Index: AcW95pKvjHxhMKYjQSitexiMwm7ywgAptT pQ 
From: "Claircy-riviere, C." <c.claircy-riviere@unesco.org> 


To: "John Scythes" <jscythes @infinity.net> 
X-pstn-levels: | (S:99.90000/99.90000 R:95.9108 P:95.9108 M:97.0232 C:98.7678 ) 


X-pstn-settings: 3 (1.0000:1.0000) s gt3 gt2 gtirpmce 
X-pstn-addresses: from <c.claircy-riviere@unesco.org> [db-null] 


Dear John, 


Ma participation to an exploratory collaborative research on a new syphilis diagnostic test will need 
collection of heparinized blood from patients recognized or not as having syphilis, treated (at 


different durations) or not yet treated. 


One 5 ml sample of blood has to be centrifuged for 10 minutes at 3,000 rpm, the plasma removed 
sterily and kept in a tube at + 4°C (NEVER FROZEN). 


Asecond 5 ml sample is processed on a ficoll tube and the white blood cells are taken and stored 
frozen at -80°C for PCR. 


At the earliest this could be done in December 2005 or early 2006. 


Sincerely, 


Luc 


De : John Scythes [mailto:jscythes @infinity.net 
Envoyé : mardi 20 septembre 2005 14:24 

A: Christos Tsoukas 

Cc : Claircy-riviere, C. 

Objet : L. Montagnier, and his co-factor initiative 


Dear Chris: 


Thank you for the reply. |am also not too sure exactly what Luc Montagnier 
would like to propose. | think we can hold on the node work, and see what 
the whole blood NAA screening tells us. But if some patients would be 
willing to endure the node biopsy, then the DNA isolation protocol should 


work fine on this material, too. 


In the earlier correspondence that | forwarded to you, | tried to explain 
to Luc some of special issues in getting syphilis PCR running as a screen 
test. If we ever do go ahead, | think | should ask Sheila Lukehart to help 


Printed for John Scythes <jscythes@infinity.net> 





